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The health of students and staff is central to their abilities 
to learn and teach, but health is often considered on the 
periphery of the education system. To improve student and 
staff health, particularly for those who have faced systemic 
inequities, we aim to fundamentally shift how school health 
is integrated and supported in policies and programs at all 
levels. 



Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child Framework
(WSCC)
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The Federal Role in School Health
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Research 
Questions

What federal 
agencies 
support school 
health 
initiatives and 
how do they 
work together? 

How do 
federal school 
health efforts 
advance the 
WSCC? 

How do 
federal school 
health efforts 
focus on 
groups that 
have faced 
systemic 
barriers in 
health and 
education?
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Types of federal 
supports

8

▪ Formal interagency collaborations

▪Formula grant programs

▪Discretionary grant programs

▪Technical assistance efforts
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PRISMA Chart
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How do 
federal 
agencies 
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together? 
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How do 
federal 
efforts 
advance the 
WSCC?
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How do 
federal 
school health 
efforts focus 
on groups 
that have 
faced 
systemic 
barriers in 
health and 
education?
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• The U.S. Departments of Education (ED), Health and Human Services (HHS), 
and Justice (DOJ) each play a central role in federal school health efforts. 

• Existing school health-related interagency collaborations lack representation 
from all relevant agencies. 

• Federal efforts to support students’ physical health are largely siloed from those 
focused on broader elements of school health, such as social and emotional 
climate. 
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Summary



• Few federal school health efforts include a focus on employee wellness. 

• Federal school health efforts that make an effort to reach students who face 
systemic barriers to health and education are limited. 
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Summary (continued)



• Across federal, state, and local school health efforts, 
consistent lack of coordination across domains

• Employee wellness largely overlooked as a key factor in 
school health

• Equity needs to be at the center of school health efforts
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Where we are, where we need to go



Thank you! 
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▪ www.childtrends.org

▪ dtemkin@childtrends.org

▪ Twitter: @DrDebTemkin


